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DECISIONS INVOLVING QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 1003 
ITALY V. COLOMBIA (THE CEBBUTI CASE) 

Report of the Mediator 
Madrid, January 26, 1888 

In virtue of the powers conferred upon Spain by article 2 of the pre- 
ceding protocol, 1 the mediating government, in the month of October, 
1886, invited those of Italy and of Colombia to present their respective 
allegations. The date for the presentation of the evidence not having 
been stated in the beginning it was fixed for the 30th of September last, 
and Spain declared that it would not receive any documents after that 
date. At the same time, in consequence of the delays which would 
forcibly result from the examination of the different cases submitted 
by Italy, Spain offered to divide the mediation in two parts, the first 
was to relate to Ernesto Cerruti, and the second was to include the 
claims of other Italian subjects. That proposal was accepted by the 
two parties. 

In December, after having received the last documents, the Spanish 
government has examined carefully every antecedent submitted to it, 
and draws therefrom the following conclusions of fact and of law : 

FACTS 

Ernesto Cerruti was born in Turin in 1844. He followed the profes- 
sion of arms, and was in 1868 on the retired list, and, later, went to 
Colombia, where he settled first at Buenaventura, and subsequently at 
Cali. In July, 1871, he tendered his resignation as commissioned officer 
in the Italian army, which was accepted, and the same year contracted 
a civil marriage with the daughter of an Englishman and a Colombian 
woman, by whom he had seven children. 

As early as 1870 he was appointed consular agent of his country, by 
the consul general of Italy at Panama. He ceased to perform the duties 
of that post in 1872 in consequence of a decision by the government of 
Italy. 

In March, 1872, negotiating with a special delegate of the govern- 
ment of Cauca, of which General Jeremias Cardenas Mosquera was 
President de facto, he signed a contract whereby he agreed to purchase 
in the United States of America, and to bring into the port of Buena- 

1 Printed in Supplement, p. 238. 
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ventura, 500 rifles and 100 Remington carbines with their bayonets, 
600,000 cartridges, sabres, and other similar equipments. The contract 
was to be executed with the greatest secrecy, and it was fulfilled on the 
22d of June of the same year; but public attention having been drawn 
to it, and having caused many comments, it was brought before the 
legislature of the State in 1873 and before the courts in 1879, but the 
result of these proceedings does not appear. These facts gave a great 
notoriety to Cerruti in the State of Cauca. By a notarial act of the 
27th of February, 1873, Cerruti established a commercial firm under 
the name of "E. Cerruti & Company," with Jeremias Cardenas, Ezechiel 
Hurtado, and Lope Landaeta, all three generals of the Republic. That 
firm, which was to continue until 1875, was engaged in the sale of salt, 
and the price of that product having risen to one peso in a few days, 
the Secretary of Finances of Cauca requested Cardenas, Hurtado and 
Landaeta, as members of the firm, to abandon supporting that monopoly 
for the sake of the poor. They replied that notwithstanding their posi- 
tion as simple "agents of the firm of Cerruti, and while waiting to be 
authorized by it to lower the price, they would sell salt at a reduction 
of 20 cents, in consequence of which dissatisfaction would cease." This 
new fact drew still more public attention upon Cerruti. 

During the political troubles which occurred in Colombia in 1876 
and 1877, Cerruti rendered some services to the government of Cauca; 
he furnished it with powder, shots, and other merchandise; he accom- 
panied several of its members to the camps in military expeditions, and 
frequented official circles. At the same time, during February, 1877, 
he took a personal part in the arrest and conduct into exile of the Bishop of 
Popayan, a measure executed upon the order of Mr. Cesar Conto, 
President of Cauca, who had given it at the request of a political society 
of Cali. Cerruti explains his intervention as having been made at the 
request to him by Conto, though the latter had said : " It is evident that 
the government was not going to use Cerruti for the expulsion of the 
bishop, as he was not only a foreigner but also consular agent of a foreign 
government." That political fact then remained subject to various ap- 
preciations and different opinions. That circumstance added still more 
to Cerruti's notoriety. 

By a public act of July 28th, 1879, Cerruti, Jeremias Cardenas, 
Ezechiel Hurtado, Virgile Quintana and Joseph Quilici formed a com- 
mercial firm under the name of "E. Cerruti & Co.," with branches at 
Cali, Buenaventura, Popayan, and Palmira. They were all business 
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partners except Cerruti, who was considered as the only capitalist in the 
firm. Ferdinand Ayala and Vicente Guzman, who became Cerruti's 
partners after 1877, were to receive a share in the business transactions 
at Palmira. 

Attention is called to two clauses of that contract: the twentieth, 
stating that the partners agreed to draw a private contract having full 
force for the settlement of the interests of their partnership and mutual 
obligations, and the twenty-first, which says: "Although aliens are 
protected by international law, and although they can cause the execu- 
tion of the agreements entered into without any contract, the mem- 
bers of the firm place themselves under the international guarantee repre- 
sented by Mr. Cerruti as owner of the capital of said firm." 

The effects of that act, which was to end in July, 1884, were extended 
by another of the 2nd of October, 1885. 

By the agreement of September 29th, 1879, Belisario Buenaventura 
sold to the firm of "E. Cerruti & Co.," merchants at Cali, the property 
called "Salento," situated in the district of Yumbo in that municipality, 
including a house with all its furniture, agricultural and grazing lands, 
goats, horses, and various implements. Part of the property was paid 
for by the exchange of a house situated in the St. Peter quarter of that 
city, belonging to Quilici, one of the partners. 

In 1882, Cerruti, no longer consular agent, took part in the elections 
by supporting the candidacy of General Tomas Rengifo for President 
of Cauca. 

The political conduct then attributed to Cerruti and the facts above 
referred to drew upon him the antipathy of a part of the population, 
General Payan, President of Cauca in 1884 and 1885, and his secretary 
of the government, General Juan de Dios de Ulloa, who, with their 
partisans, believed him to belong to the opposition. 

The fact that the partners of the firm of E. Cerruti were distinguished 
military officers and eminent politicians, contributed not a little to 
confirm that belief. Moreover, he was pointed out as being an enemy 
of religion, because he had served under Garibaldi; abjured the Catholic 
faith, which was that of his ancestors, and of his wife, to contract only a 
civil marriage with her; he had taken part in expelling the bishop, and be- 
cause he always entertained feelings of hatred toward the clergy, which, 
on its side, had no sympathy for him. He was also accused of inspiring 
the political views of his partners, and to have supported them in their 
strifes, by contracting for arms in 1872; of taking part in their political 
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meetings, in using his influence with those who held high official posi- 
tions at the time; in allowing to be published, without protesting, pam- 
phlets which, supposing him to possess a large fortune, ascribed to him a 
part in all the events; in entertaining General Rengifo during the elections, 
and in accompanying him and acting as his agent near his partner Hurtado, 
who, in 1879, was made President of Cauca by the insurrection. 

During that period, General Juan de Dios Ulloa, who commanded 
at Cali, asked the inhabitants to contribute to the support of the in- 
surgent forces, but Cerruti declined to do it. Later, at a banquet, 
given by General Hurtado, Payan declared frankly and publicly to 
Cerruti that as soon as his political friends tried to rise against the 
government, he would place himself at the head of 500 men, and would 
not leave a single spool of thread in any of his stores; and there are 
proofs that before the outbreak of the revolution of 1885 the govern- 
ment of Cauca ordered by telegraph the chief of the municipality of 
Cali to sequestrate the property of the firm of Cerruti should the least 
agitation take place there; upon these facts Cerruti bases his affirmation 
that Payan and Ulloa hated him and were prompted by that feeling 
when they persecuted him afterwards. 

On November 30th, 1884, the authorities ordered that a search be 
made on the property of "Salento" for arms, which were not found, 
but it is to be observed that on that occasion a subterranean vault was 
discovered, whose existence was unknown. 

On January 19, 1885, a part of the Colombian guard, whose colonel 
was Guillermo Marquez, revolted at Cali and formed a provisional 
government; the insurgents maintained themselves for seventeen days, 
until, having been routed in the fight at Viges, they fled before the troops 
that remained faithful, commanded by General Juan Evangelista Ulloa, 
son of the secretary of the government, which, on February 6th, the 
day after the battle, entered Cali. The victorious troops then occupied 
the property of "Salento," pointed out as the centre of the rebels' opera- 
tions, and found there a machine gun, gun carriages, boxes of ammuni- 
tion, dead bodies, and traces of a recent encampment. 

According to Colombian authorities, Cerruti's participation in the 
civil war of that year consisted in that he had distributed arms to the 
rebels; had furnished them with funds taken from the Bank of Cali; had 
given them rallying badges (red ribbons) which he also wore; that he had been 
intimately associated with them, and that most of his friends had taken 
part in the rebellion. After haying examined these charges in the light 
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of the proofs adduced and without stopping to analyze the character 
of every one, even supposing them to be absolutely established, it is 
not shown that Cerruti had distributed arms to the rebels, nor that he 
wore revolutionary badges. 

It can be admitted that his partner Hurtado participated in the re- 
bellion; that Quintana, Ayala, and Guzman held official positions in 
various places at the beginning of the movement; that Cerruti had ap- 
pointed himself director of the Bank of Cali, whose vice-president he 
was; that the property of "Salento" having been occupied by the rebels, 
he remained with them; that he tendered his good offices to third parties 
as an influential friend of the insurgents, and that he took steps to have 
set at liberty persons who had been arrested by them. 

Among the complaints made by Cerruti he cites the pillage of the 
property of Salento, which lasted several days, from which jewels, 
valuables, cattle, furniture, clothing, and provisions had been carried 
away, besides other damages done to the place. 

He says that the mob of Cali threatened him with death, and that it 
had been proposed to expel his family from his house and turn it into 
a barrack. The intervention of some friends prevented this from being 
done. 

The chief of the municipality of Cali declared that on the 12th of 
February, 1885, Cerruti had lost his condition as a neutral, and was 
liable to the responsibilities and charges imposed by the laws on the 
native citizens and in conformity with the decree of the executive power 
of Cauca, invoking law 38 of 1879 and the eighth of 1883, and without 
it appearing from them that the personal properties of Cerruti had been 
confiscated, those of the firm of "Cerruti & Co." owned in Cali, Buena- 
ventura, Popayan, and Palmira, whose value was to be applied by the 
State to provide for the expenses of the war, were sequestrated. 

On the 24th of March following, the chief of the municipality of Cali 
informed Joseph Quilici that, his neutrality being known, his share in 
the firm would not be included in the prosecution against the property 
of the firm of " E. Cerruti & Co.," and invited him to intervene in the 
liquidation of the firm that was to be made to ascertain the extent of 
that share. 

In April a passport having been asked for Cerruti, who desired to 
go to Bogota for the purpose of defending his rights, it was refused to 
him, alleging that he was on trial, although it was only later on the 4th 
of August, that came the act of the judiciary of Cauca ordering his trial 
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and his being placed under arrest and at the time that the Italian ar- 
mored vessel "Flavio Gioia" entered Colombian waters. On January2nd, 
1886, the judiciary power of Colombia, after leaving without effect the 
decisions of the judiciary power of Cauca, began a new criminal action 
against Cerruti and ordered his imprisonment conformably to the na- 
tional laws of the Republic. This procedure remained without effect, 
like the preceding one, in virtue of the provisions of the protocol of Paris. 
The real estate of Cerruti that had been sequestrated and which it 
was agreed should be returned to him was neither accepted by him 
nor by his partners, owing to the difference between their present value 
and the one it had prior to the sequestration. 

LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 



The statement of the preceding facts, resulting from a careful examina- 
tion of the depositions and documents presented, requires, before judg- 
ing the events themselves, an examination of them as a whole and the 
general condition of the country where they occurred. It is evident 
that, on one side in order to appreciate the conduct of Mr. Cerruti, 
and on the other that of the authorities of Cauca, it is essential to go 
back to the condition of the struggle and antagonism of the political 
parties during the period extending from 1872 to 1886. Under such 
circumstances those who, in a country so frequently disturbed, were 
engaged in business or developing some industries were necessarily 
obliged to bear the consequences of those vicissitudes of public life or to 
take side with one of the contending parties, to be more or less closely 
connected with it, either to save their position or in hope to see the 
realization of their projects. 

It is therefore evident that hate and animosity, which take gigantic 
proportions in political strifes, were to affect all those who sympathized 
with the opposite faction. It is in that way that Cerruti, living in the 
company of some of the defeated partisans of the revolution of 1885, 
his adversaries, already incensed against him, looked upon him as an 
accomplice in every movement that might occur. Therefore the facts 
presented by both parties, the sojourn of the rebel troops at Salento, and 
later the occupation of that property by those of the government, the 
abuses committed, the threats against Cerruti, his connection with those 
engaged in the struggle, the testimonies and allegations which, after- 



DECISIONS INVOLVING QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 1009 

ward, formed the basis of the accusations, assume a political character 
to such a degree that one cannot separate the facts and their legal im- 
portance from the passion and heat of the strife. 

II 

This point of view, indispensable in order to be able to appreciate 
facts that occurred during such a long period, renders very difficult the 
appreciation of the events without going beyond the narrow limits 
assigned to the mediation by the protocol of Paris, and taking for basis 
those accepted by the two governments. In that hypothesis, Ernesto 
Cerruti was and still remains an Italian subject, and the occupation 
and sequestration of his properties by the Cauca authorities or any other 
of the Colombian nation are considered in it as unjust inasmuch as an 
order was given to restore them to him. Even in the wording of the 
protocol, and in the agreements of the two parties acceded to by them, 
there are some points which almost completely prejudge the whole 
question, and this is so true that, from the reasoning founded exclusively 
upon the simple statement of facts, consequences would be derived very 
different from those one is obliged to deduce if conforming with the 
basis of the mediation. 

In effect should abstraction be made of the latter, the fundamental 
question to be examined would be to ascertain whether Cerruti had or 
not preserved his rights to Italian protection after the acts attributed 
to him. 

The question thus set forth, the present case would simply be reduced 
to the examination of certain facts, to prove or demonstrate them to 
arrive at the decision whether an alien who interfered in local affairs, 
and took part in the political strifes of the State in which he resides, 
had lost his nationality on account of these facts, or, even preserving 
them, could have been expelled or condemned by the offended State. 

Far from this being the case, the main question is already solved, 
and in its place an entirely new one is presented, defined jn a different 
manner in practice, and not more determined by writers on international 
law, such as the question of the neutrality of an alien. There can be no 
doubt that the alien has no right to meddle with local affairs of a country 
not his own, and the doubt is still less admissible when it relates to acts 
of rebellion; but the sanction of these cases and the right of the govern- 
ment that is attacked are secured by the expulsion of the alien, which 
seems to be the most efficacious means in matters of rebellions or sedi- 



1010 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

tions, or by the application of local penal laws in conformity with the 
provisions stipulated in treaties. If, instead of decreeing the expulsion 
or of applying to him the penal laws, he is allowed to remain in the coun- 
try; if, for a long term of years, acts similar to those which, at a given 
moment, are considered as illegal, are endured; and if, moreover, the 
proof is established that those by means of excited elements and testi- 
monies obtained during the strife, the question goes beyond the limits 
of the law to be discussed exclusively upon the ground of political ap- 
preciation. 

The Italian government, informed of the claims of Cerruti, came to 
his aid, prompted, no doubt, by the considerations we have stated, and 
viewed the question as it was put — seeing that the authorities of Cauca 
neither expelled nor condemned Cerruti, and, without refusing to recog- 
nize the rights of his original nationality, declared him guilty before 
bringing him before a court, refused him a passport, and sequestrated 
his property, long before submitting his acts to the impartial apprecia- 
tion of the judicial power. 

Such conduct must necessarily have raised the international ques- 
tion, for, taking as a starting point, the acknowledgment of an alien's 
nationality and the existence of treaties, the State of Cauca could not 
apply to him the laws subsequent to the latter, and which, in case they 
concerned him, could not have been promulgated without the knowledge 
of the government of his own country, interested in that modification. 
Therefore it is clearly seen, in what illogical reasoning the question was 
inclosed and the danger there was to change the terms by which it was 
placed until now by international law, which consist in affirming or 
denying the nationality of foreign subjects; for once affirmed, should 
the foreigner fail in his duties, he can be expelled or subjected to the 
penal law with the knowledge of his government; and when once denied, 
every law of the country can be applied to him; but that theory is in- 
admissible, and it would be imprudent to apply it to an intermediate 
condition in which there do not exist nor can be found the necessary 
elements so as to impose upon the two governments the solution of the 
difficulty. Such a situation would, fatally, lead to a conflict, and justify 
the use of force. 

Ill 

The difficulty submitted to the mediation must also be examined 
under a point of view of great importance; it results from the fact Cer- 
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ruti's sequestrated properties belonged to a commercial house which 
in itself is national and could not be considered as foreign. 

Because, in effect, whatever may be the nationalities of the indi- 
viduals composing a firm, the latter cannot be developed and be sus- 
tained save under the legislation of the country where it is established, 
and all the rights upon which are based the privileges of nationality 
and the condition of an alien rest upon shallow foundations when relating 
to that moral being called a commercial firm. If it is guilty, it is re- 
sponsible, and the nationality of its members has nothing to do with it. 
But in the present case, and for inexplicable reasons, the authorities of 
Cauca hastened to declare that Joseph Quilici, a partner, having re- 
mained neutral, his share would be respected, while, for a contrary 
reason, they sequestrated that of Cerruti, although recognizing his 
quality as an alien. 

If this jurisprudence were admitted by private international law, 
the internal legislation of a country would de facto be annulled in mat- 
ters relating to commercial houses; it would be sufficient for that purpose 
to admit an alien as a member of the board of directors, or to make him 
sign some papers of the firm. And, if it was alleged that upon liquida- 
tion of a firm, his share would be separated from the responsibility of 
the others, it is evident that a liquidation could not be made, and that 
none of the legal rules followed in such liquidation could be applied 
without the intervention of the partner left out, who, invoking his 
character of an alien, could ask and obtain the intervention of his govern- 
ment, and thereby completely annul the action of the authorities. A 
more dangerous principle could not be introduced in the relations be- 
tween two nations, and to a judicial point of view a less admissible one; 
it is the duty of the mediating government to make the most positive 
reservations on that subject. 

IV 

Finally, it evidently appears, and that is the most prominent point 
which best states the question, that the national authorities, that is 
to say, the central government of Colombia, have given evidence in 
several documents of the uprightness of their intentions while presenting 
at the same time judicial aspect the controversy submitted to the media- 
tion, and determining the sphere within which the latter could act. 
These documents are: The decree of August 19, 1885, which specifies 
the jurisdiction to which are submitted aliens accused of acts of rebel- 
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lion; and the communication of July 29, 1885, of the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs of the Union to that of the government of Cauca. 

In that communication, the national government of Colombia with 
an exalted view in accordance with the gravity of the case, and a cer- 
tainty of judgment that the mediator is happy to recognize, throws a 
light upon the legal and judicial status of Ernesto Cerruti, and annuls 
the entire proceedings directed against him by the State of Cauca; it 
first begins by affirming that in the present case no other procedure 
could be adopted, nor other depositions than those contained in the 
national law 60 of September, 1882, and in no manner whatever the law 
38 of 1879 of the State of Cauca, invoked by its authorities, and which, 
at all events, is anterior to the national laws, is in contradiction with it, 
in opposition with constitutional rules and the principles of interna- 
tional law; it adds that in no case, on account of war, neither the expro- 
priation nor the penalty of confiscation of property shall be decreed; 
and finally, that the authorities were not competent to take cognizance 
of this affair, concerning an alien and a case of rebellion which were 
by laws subject to the jurisdiction of the national authorities. 

After having thus stated the question of law, and coming to that of 
fact, the Secretary of State establishes that before proceeding adminis- 
tratively against Cerruti his conduct ought to have been inquired into 
to ascertain whether or not he was assimilated to the native citizens 
as to the charges and responsibilities imposed upon them by laws; he 
affirms that, judging from the documents in possession of the national 
government, consisting of inquiries about the facts, and information 
obtained from the local authorities, the suit against Cerruti had not 
begun then; that before any act of procedure, whatever may have been 
the general opinion concerning Cerruti's conduct, a legal evidence of 
his undue interference in the rebellion had to be obtained; that it is 
hardly shown that Cerruti had been accused of having given clandestine 
aid to the rebels; that the application of the laws of war to an alien, 
considered prima facie as neutral, must have been fully justified; and, 
consequently, it was equally necessary to prove the exception showing 
that that alien had trampled on his character of neutral; and, finally, 
that he was to be considered as being subject to the jurisdiction of his 
native country, as long as he was not clearly implicated in the rebellion. 
After these clear and precise declarations, entirely in conformity with 
the general international law, and which do honor to the independence 
and exalted views of the government of Colombia, the documents re- 
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f erred to establish other principles from which the sentence of the media- 
tor must logically be deduced. These are the principles: When the 
expropriation of alien's properties, justified and rendered necessary 
by war, shall have been made without declaring that they had lost 
their neutrality, that is to say, before a previous declaration of their 
guilt, the confiscated properties shall be restored, and in addition the 
alien shall be indemnified for the damages resulting from an illegal 
procedure; that Cerruti ought to have been put back in possession of 
the land taken from him, to have tried and to have an account taken of 
the value and nature of the personal property expropriated for the re- 
quirements of the war. 

In virtue of these declarations of the central government everything 
that had been done in the State of Cauca was annulled and the case 
carried before the national judicial powers which, in its procedure, 
utilized only the information previously obtained in Cauca. 

The suit, however, did not extend beyond a period of preliminary 
examination in which Cerruti did not intervene, and was closed by 
the protocol of Paris on the 24th of May, 1886. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Relying upon the preceding considerations, the mediating govern- 
ment answered the three questions submitted to it. 

First question. — Did or did 'not Cerruti lose his condition of neutral 
alien in Colombia? 

If the acts attributed to Cerruti were true, and if the government of 
Colombia took the precaution at the time they were committed to se- 
cure positive evidence to that effect, there is no doubt that his condition 
of alien would not have prevented his expulsion from the country with 
all the consequences that the laws of the country and the treaties in 
force between Italy and Colombia imposed upon him. In the present 
case the mediation is of the same opinion as the national government of 
Colombia, that in the procedure begun by the government of Cauca 
there is no sufficient evidence of Cerruti's alleged participation in the 
civil war; it affirms that prior to that time there was neither any new 
procedure duly establishing the facts; and, finally, it considers that 
the proofs presented during the mediation ought to be viewed in the 
same light that Colombia appreciated those furnished by the State of 
Cauca, and that they are not in the condition necessary to give them 
weight; therefore it could not be proved before a court that Cerruti was 
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guilty, nor that he had in consequence of that culpability forfeited the 
character of neutral mentioned in the protocol. 

Second question. — Did or did not Cerruti lose the rights, preroga- 
tives, and privileges granted to aliens by common law and the laws 
of Colombia? 

The answer to the preceding question contains impliedly the answer 
that must be made to this one. Cerruti might, perhaps, have lost, or 
ought to have lost, the privileges of alienage on account of his conduct 
in Colombia; but judging from the evidence furnished, and the prec- 
edents submitted to the mediation, it is clear that he has not lost these 
prerogatives. It must be added that in no case could he have lost the 
privileges granted by common law nor those which the laws of Colombia 
grant to foreigners. This answer is suggested by the opinions expressed 
by the Secretary of State of the national government of Colombia in 
his report of July 29th, 1885. 

Third question. — Must Colombia pay or not an indemnity to Ernesto 
Cerruti? 

The mediating government will answer that question in the same 
terms as those of the Secretary of State of Colombia, terms which it 
finds in conformity with the law and perfectly pertinent; it rests, be- 
sides, upon article first of the protocol of Paris, whereby it is ordered, 
as the government of Colombia had already done, that the sequestrated 
properties be restored to him. From that resolution are forcibly de- 
rived the two following consequences: 

1. That the sequestration of the estate by the government of Cauca 
not being according to law, consequently that of the personal property 
could not be. 

2. That the restoration of the estate necessarily implies that of the 
personal property and cattle, if the first resolution is to be made accord- 
ing to equity, and, if that is not possible, there shall be cause for an in- 
demnity for what shall not have been restored. 

The mediating government must, however, give more precision to 
his opinion upon that point by explaining in his decision that, in his 
judgment, the condition of the law existing in February, 1885, must 
be re-established as it was at the time the property was sequestrated 
by the authorities of Cauca, and in that sense the word indemnity must 
be understood relatively and only in case the restoration could not be 
possible. 

The mediating government, in performing the task intrusted to it, 
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considers it its duty to declare that the line of conduct followed and the 
doctrine laid down by the general authorities of Colombia, set forth in 
a style as brilliant as it is vigorous, in the communication dated July 29th, 
1885, of the Secretary of State, Mr. Restrepo, are in harmony with all 
the prescriptions of international law, and show that in the midst of 
troubles and difficulties that disturb the sovereign States of the confed- 
eration the central government maintained intact those principles of 
justice and of international law which entitle it to the consideration of 
other countries, and favor the development of friendly relations with 
other nations. 

Therefore the opinion of the mediator is that his proposal, whose 
aim is to establish the condition of the law violated by the authorities 
of Cauca in February, 1885, must favor and imply necessarily the re- 
establishment of the cordial relations between Italy and Colombia, un- 
fortunately interrupted by those painful events for which the central 
government could not be made responsible. 

Madrid, January 26th, 1888. 

The Minister of State of His Catholic Majesty, 

Segismundo Moret. 



Award of the President of the United States under the protocol concluded 
the eighteenth day of August, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-four, between the Government of the Kingdom of Italy and the 
Government of the Republic of Colombia 

Washington, March 2, 1897 

This protocol, concluded August 18, 1894, between the Kingdom of 
Italy and the Republic of Colombia, was entered into for the purpose of 
putting an end to the subjects of disagreement between the two govern- 
ments growing out of the claims of Signor Ernesto Cerruti against the 
Government of Colombia for losses and damages to his property in the 
State (now Department) of Cauca in the said republic during the polit- 
ical troubles of 1885, and for the further purpose of making a just dis- 
position of said claims. By the terms of the protocol each government 
agreed to submit to arbitration the matters and claims above referred to 
for the purpose of arriving at a settlement thereof as between the two 
governments, and they joined in asking me, Grover Cleveland, President 
of the United States of America, to accept the position of arbitrator 



